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Welcome to Coach’s Corner, 
where Advantage College 

Planning addresses questions 
asked by local student families. 

If you have a question you’d 
like us to address, please email 

us eastbay@advcp.com. 

Question: My daughter was accepted to Washington 
University. She’d love to attend but they did not give us 
enough financial aid. Do you have any suggestions?

Thank you for asking this question. Surprisingly, colleges 
and auto dealerships share one commonality: the first of-
fer is often not the final offer; if you ask for a better deal, 
you’ll probably get one! And if you mention a stronger 
offer from a different institution, the college (or dealer-
ship) may improve their aid even further. I worked with a 
student who emailed ever-increasing financial aid offers 
between two competing schools. It saved her a lot of 
money. The takeaway: negotiate (respectfully) with your 
college’s financial aid department.

Question: My son (sophomore) is planning to spend the 
summer studying for the SAT… at least, that’s what he 
tells me. How would you recommend that he spend his 
summer?

Hi! This is a great question! We recommend sophomores 
practice the SAT or ACT for one hour a day, five days a 
week. If a student wants to study more–great! But most 
do not. Minus a few hours per week on  SAT prep, your 
son has his entire summer ahead of him. I would rec-
ommend a few activities: work, community college and 
volunteering. 

1) Work experience. I recommend working 15-40 
hours a week. A job is beneficial in many ways - students 
learn how to work with others, take feedback, manage 
money, etc. It  also looks great on college applications. 
When applying to college, many of my students write 
about their summer jobs. 
2) Community college. He should sign up for a CC 
class (or two!) in a subject that interests him. Colleges 
look for intellectually curious students; many colleges ac-
tually score students on their intellectual curiosity (“IC”) 
and one of the best ways to score highly is to take inter-
esting classes. I highly recommend that students take 
one or two community college classes between grades 
10 and 11 and again between grades 11 and 12. These 
classes should be taken for college credit and should be 
in person if possible (online classes aren’t always accept-
ed by non-UCs/CSUs for credit).
3) Volunteering and pursuing a passion are also 
important. I recommend a regular, year-round commit-
ment to a cause that your student 
believes in. Two hours a month 
(or more) is great! It is critical that 
students genuinely believe in their 
cause and volunteer consistently. If 
they don’t love their volunteer expe-
rience, find another use of their time.

We’ll be back next month 
with more Q&A! 


